1 Maurice Zovi [Maurice Zovi@idl.com]
A Monday, December 15, 2003 4:08 PM .
To: adoptionregs@state.oov -
Subject: [Docket No: RIN 1400-AA-88; 1400-AB-62];[FR Doc: 03-28544] [Page 642096-64297],
Intercountry Adoption Act of 2000: Hagus Convantion Agency accreditation and person
approval
e 5trﬂﬂqﬂyk’““PF‘ to Intercountzy Adoption Act; 2F TFR Perts: 26 and 28 Readooa:

cing from Bussia; ik dislresses. me
115 new Intercountry Adeption Reoz,. “2 CFR

Zs an adopling pérent currsntly In the pPIOCess
i A
ady so0 =sxpensive. lbL 1s obvious To me

T
greatly to hesr of the proposed regurliations i =
Farts 96 ang 98, &8s the acoption process 1s a’rs

that the people invoilved in drafring these requlations have not triec to adopt Zrom a
Coreign ceuntry. In talking Lo others going tnrougn the same oDrocess, it sesms tThey
strongly object to this act as well, for the same reascns

I am writing te ubject to the US State Department's handiing of the proposac regqulalliong
@or the Intercountry Adoplicn Act, 22 CFR Parts 96 and 28, The proposec regulations will

na inoredilbly damaging te internatieonsl &doption. T ﬁnli= re that, iZ thoy are adopted, i
they will greatiy inczease the cost of internalional stion, passtbly by 28 wucll g9

E5. 000 per adeption. Most of this burden will fa'l on middle class, effsctivaly

geting as an additional tax &n the majority of yeur constituents who wish To adopt
Internazionally.

The fundamental process used To write the regulat_ons was deeply flawsed. Ne scrious
sbtempt was mace to involve all parts of the adeopticn community. For example, the
Cepartment of Health and Human Services maincaine & list of over 1,000 licensed acoption
agencies and adopricen attcrneys. Ne notice was sent o these organizableng and
individuals te reguest their Ilnput, Wnile g JTew professional associations were conlecled,
“mare are many adopticn practitioners whe do not belang To any professiconal azsociatiaon,

1 as @ vesult were never given the opportunity to comment on the writing cof these

1l iong,

These regulaticons weare written with no regard tco Lhe amount they will cost adoptlen
agenries and adoptive parsnts. AL the Deteober 28, 2003 public information mesting an
Washington BC, State [Department representart : stated that the cost of the LugL,u imne J
were taken inte zccount whan they were drafted. Wnen directly asked how much the siale
Department officlals thought the reguiations would cost Eo implement, they firsf avalded
the guestion. Then they asked for the adeption azencles present to vrevide Llnpwt on what
the agencies thought the regulations would cost. This begs the question of how Lhey could
Lhawe considered cost when they had ne cost estimaTes. At bhe October mestingy adepbien
agencies informslly commenled that they sstimated thet becoming Acoredited would cost
pwes amall and medivm sgencies 520, 000 or more.

These regulaticns were written with no meaningful regaxd To the impact they will heve on
smell adeprien agencies, or possible new agenci in the Future, The cast of
socreditazion, the swpense ol 51,0030, 000 peEr DCOUXIenes ef liabilitby: insurakree; tae
ramquirensnt that cach agsacy "51-_ in 3 monthe werth of operating sxpernses in cash, all
in pdoition to the sxpenses and tlrri:u;:iea of meeting state ligensing reguirsmant could
cANEe @5 meny as helf of the adoplion =gsSnCles in the United States to Lall, and
virrually no new agencies to get steried. Zm=21, =rass ruets, adoptive oDarent [ounded
agencies have bkeen ons ol the most ‘mnrr:-ﬁ: and witel a=pects of intsrnational
Adoptions, and the proposed rsguleaslions Wi i11 dest-ov Too many i them.
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=roeived problems with

While the Interspuntry Adoption Rct addresses ssverzl
: ver artemoted to cusntify Lht extent oF

internaticnal adoption, the U5 Etate Depey

source of those problems. It is my belief =ngad facilitators &nd familliay

1rﬁ Jnrﬁpenuuﬁd¢y zre rasponsibls oz of the ”DﬂmTa naT=s about ifnternatioral

oticn. The pronlems Lhey couse will oot sed Dy 1 propossd regulatleons at

1o 1% adoplkitn Jq:rtlEﬂ heve to raise ¢ ¢ orxder =o ontain scecreditation, thsn
‘hiz will drive mors Zamilise into Ehsse z potertislly vnethical sdopilens..Re
alienst was made By the Siete Departmen v the comsultants nired to wrirte the Ilrst

draft of fhne regulations, to syslemet -a_*j contacy and suzvey internatienslly adooting
families. Contsct informaticn zbout these Ismiliss s zsadily c¥aitable Trom thie BCIS



